
 

 

Public Rail Now Statement on the Proposed Restructuring of Amtrak 

For Immediate Release  

  

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) recently announced that it plans to 

transform Amtrak into a holding company that will oversee separate corporate entities 

responsible for infrastructure, fleet, and operations. While the details of this plan are 

not quite clear at this time, it is not improbable that this restructuring scheme is meant 

to reduce public funding for Amtrak, thus paving the way for privatization of the U.S. 

passenger rail system. 

The restructuring of Amtrak along the lines described by the FRA would have 

catastrophic impacts on railroad workers, passengers, and the general public. Union 

contracts for 18,000 workers could be torn to shreds. Service quality for passengers will 

be diminished. Infrastructure, already starving for investment, will continue to crumble. 

The public will pay the price while the privatizers’ pockets are stuffed with profits. 

Therefore, Public Rail Now opposes in the strongest possible terms any restructuring 

schemes aimed at the privatization of Amtrak, which is almost certainly the intention of 

the proposed FRA plan. 

It is imperative that railroad workers and their unions, rail passengers, and the general 

public pay close attention to any federal conversations regarding the restructuring of 

Amtrak. It is not unwarranted speculation to see the writing on the wall, and we urge all 

individuals and organizations who oppose the privatization of Amtrak to be proactive in 

their responses to the information currently available regarding the FRA’s restructuring 

scheme. Hesitation, in cases such as this, can be hazardous. 

Take action today and send a letter opposing the restructuring of Amtrak to the Board of 

Directors (https://bit.ly/protect-amtrak) For more information about Public Rail Now, 

visit publicrailnow.org  
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